
471

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Mar. 16

ployment effort. The labor market information
component of the Reemployment Act of 1994
will knit together various job data systems and
show the way to new jobs through expanding
access to good data on where jobs are and what
skills they require.

Fourth is one-stop service. At a recent con-
ference that I attended on ‘‘What Is Working’’
in reemployment efforts, a common experience
of workers was the difficulty of getting good
information on available services. Instead of
forcing customers to waste their time and try
their patience going from office to office, the
new system will require States to coordinate
services for dislocated workers through career
centers. It allows States to compete for funds
to develop a more comprehensive network of
one-stop career centers to serve under one roof
anyone who needs help getting a first, new, or
better job, and to streamline access to a wide
range of job training and employment programs.

The fifth principle of the legislation is effec-
tive retraining for those workers who need it
to get a new job. Some workers need retraining.
The Reemployment Act of 1994 will also pro-
vide workers financial support when they need
it to let them complete meaningful retraining
programs.

Sixth is accountability. The Reemployment
Act of 1994 aims to restructure the incentives
facing service providers to begin focusing on
workers as customers. Providers who deliver
high-quality services for the customer and
achieve positive outcomes will prosper in the
new system. Those who fail to do so will see
their funding dry up.

The Reemployment Act of 1994 will create
a new comprehensive reemployment system that
will enhance service, improve access, and assist
Americans in finding good new jobs. This is
a responsible proposal that is fully offset over
the next 5 years.

I urge the Congress to give this legislation
prompt and favorable consideration so that
Americans will have available a new, com-
prehensive reemployment system that works for
everyone.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

March 15, 1994.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 16.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of
Israel
March 16, 1994

The President. Mr. Prime Minister, friends,
we come together today at an important time
for the Middle East. We are closer to a lasting
peace than would have been thought only a
year ago. Yet we are further from that peace
than we expected to be only a month ago.

The events of the past several weeks have
demonstrated the risks in this great undertaking.
The bloodshed in Hebron was a tragic reminder
that the forces of reaction will lash out whenever
peace becomes a real possibility. We must not
let the enemies of peace triumph. We must
not allow them to deny Israel and its neighbors
a future of hope. And that is why I applaud
Prime Minister Rabin’s courageous stance
against militant extremism. And it is why I have
called upon the Prime Minister and Chairman

Arafat to find a way to resume negotiations and
to do so quickly.

Today we discussed ways to put the Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations back on track. We
agreed on the need for concrete measures to
ensure security for Palestinians as well as for
Israelis and for rapid implementation of the
Declaration of Principles to give Palestinians
control over their own affairs and well-being.

In our meeting, the Prime Minister and I
also discussed ways to make 1994 a year of
breakthrough in the negotiations between Israel
and Syria. This would not only help bolster the
agreement already achieved with the Palestin-
ians, it would also help advance our overall ob-
jective of a comprehensive peace, one that en-
compasses Jordan and Lebanon as well.
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President Asad spoke in Geneva of his stra-
tegic choice for peace with Israel. Prime Min-
ister Rabin told me today that peace with Syria
is a strategic imperative. These two leaders have
a great responsibility to the people of their re-
gion. As a full partner in the process, the U.S.
stands ready to help them achieve that lasting
peace that can end the Israeli-Arab conflict and
transform the Middle East.

The Prime Minister and I agreed that as the
region turns to the business of establishing
peace, the Arab boycott of Israel must end. It
is a relic of the past, born of animosity and
exclusion. For all the peoples of the Middle
East to prosper, economic barriers and isolation
must yield to dialog and cooperation.

During our meeting today, we also discussed
what the United States can do to maintain and
enhance Israel’s security as it continues to take
real risks to achieve peace. We talked about
ways the U.S. could help Israel defend against
long-term threats to its security. And I reaffirm
my commitment to work with Congress to main-
tain our present levels of assistance and to con-
sider how we might help Israel defray the costs
of peace. We’ve also pledged to do whatever
we can to help resolve the cases of Israeli
MIA’s.

Since the beginning of this administration, the
Prime Minister and I have worked to promote
the common interest and values our nations
share. Today we are working closely together
on such issues, including those which now con-
front the U.N. Security Council. Our efforts
have one common purpose, maintaining the
principles we both share while doing all we can
to promote peace.

This is an historic moment for Israel. And
I am profoundly aware, Mr. Prime Minister, of
the great burdens you are bearing in your search
for peace. You have the admiration and respect
of the entire United States and our Nation’s
pledge of support and steadfast friendship.

As we approach Passover, a time to celebrate
freedom and redemption, let us dedicate our-
selves to a season of new beginnings and turn
our gaze to the future to make it a future of
peace.

Thank you.
Prime Minister Rabin. Mr. President, the Vice

President, Secretary of State, dear friends, it
was important and worthwhile to meet today
with the President and his team, to know and
appreciate what we have known for a long time:

The friendship and trust between our two coun-
tries are profound and now as good if not better
than they have ever been. We could not ask
for more. For this, Mr. President, please accept
our gratitude. It is good to know that a great
nation blessed with values and democracy stands
with us for the greatest battle still to come,
the battle for peace.

Mr. President, a few months ago, I stood here
with you and many others at an historic occa-
sion. We arrived at the beginning of the end
of the bloody struggle that has lasted for 100
years. It was clear from the beginning that in
spite of the good will on all sides, it would
be difficult to bridge in days or in months dif-
ferences in positions, perceptions, points of
view, and hatred that have devastated and grown
over so many decades. But we shall overcome
these difficulties and reach the day of peace.
We shall remain determined in our goal.

In our talks today, I told you, Mr. President,
that in my view, we were near the finish line
of the talks with the Palestinians on the first
stage of the Gaza-Jericho first. Some problems
and details have yet to be solved. I am sure
that we shall find the right solution once the
negotiations are renewed. We will not let the
extremists derail the peace process.

On behalf of the state of Israel, I condemn
the terrible terms of the killing in Hebron. I
repeated this today in our conversation. Since
that time, the Government of Israel has taken
tough measures that are unprecedented in
Israel. We will implement them with determina-
tion.

But, Mr. President, we are also victims of
terror, whether organized or spontaneous. Our
women and children have lived in the shadow
of terror for decades. Not a week passes that
we don’t have to bury our dead. And if only
for this reason, we don’t think it appropriate
to wage new demands after every terrorist at-
tack. Security is a two-way street. Real leader-
ship must rise above the realities of the day,
even if they are painful and bloody, in order
to arrive at our strategic goal. Peace is not a
tactical option but a strategic objective which
takes precedence over everything else.

With you, Mr. President, I call on Chairman
Arafat of the PLO to resume talks immediately
and act like me, to fight terror as if there were
no negotiations and conduct the negotiations as
if there was not terror.
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We have to complete the negotiations so that
in the spring or in early summer, hundreds,
thousands, tens of thousands of Palestinians in
Gaza and Jericho will at last be able to conduct
their own affairs. We don’t seek to rule them
anymore.

Mr. President, there is no time to waste. We
feel that the window of opportunity that opened
after the Gulf war is narrower than we thought.
Time is running out. Therefore, 1994 has to
be the year of great decisions in the peace proc-
ess. In this framework we spoke of the options
that can be presented to President Asad in order
to achieve peace with Syria. I hope that Presi-
dent Asad will respond appropriately and we
shall be able to sign a peace treaty by the end
of this year. President Asad said that Syria had
made the strategic choice for peace with Israel.
That was encouraging. Peace with Syria has al-
ways been our strategic choice. We recognize
the importance of Syria to a comprehensive
peace in the area. We are ready to negotiate
peace with Syria that takes account of our mu-
tual needs and interests. There must be give
and take on both sides.

We know that as we engage in serious and
authoritative negotiations, the point will come
where painful decisions will have to be made.
The promise of peace and its genuine benefits
for all Israelis justifies making such decisions
vis-a-vis Syria. We will not compromise on our
security. But we will stand ready to do what
is required of us if the Syrians are ready to
do what is required of them.

At the same time, we would like to promote
and advance the negotiations with Jordan as well
as with Lebanon. We are hopeful that with
them, too, treaties of peace can be achieved
this year.

All of us know the time for the Arab boycott
of Israel, a remnant of a period of hate and
rejection, should be lifted. Mr. President, Prime
Ministers of Israel have come in the past with
impressive shopping lists. On my list today, I
have one item alone, the pursuit of peace.

As Passover, our feast of freedom, is ap-
proaching, let me take the opportunity to re-
mind all of us of the fate of the Israeli soldiers
missing in action and prisoners of war. I would
like to thank the President for the United States
support in this regard and express the hope that
Passover will also be a time of redemption for
them. Mr. President, thank you very much.

The President. Thank you.

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, since security is a
two-way street, what do you plan to do to wipe
out the acknowledged double standard in the
treatment of Palestinians? And also, if you’re
willing to make peace with Syria, Lebanon, Jor-
dan now, why don’t you make the quantum leap
and go for permanent negotiations on peace
with Palestinians instead of the step-by-step,
very slow struggle of the peace process that
means more strife?

Prime Minister Rabin. First, about the second
question. You have to refer to the letter of invi-
tation to the Madrid peace conference. This let-
ter of invitation served as the basis agreed on
by all the parties that were invited to the Ma-
drid peace conference and the negotiations that
followed this conference.

What was written there? That the purpose
of the negotiations with the three neighboring
Arab countries beyond Egypt would be to
achieve peace treaties and with the Palestinians
to move by two phases. Phase number one—
something that was never offered to the Pal-
estinians in the past, not by Jordan when Jordan
was in occupation of the West Bank, not by
Egypt when Egypt was in occupation of the
Gaza Strip—we offered them self-rule, to run
their own affairs, to have a Palestinian council,
self-governing authority as an interim agree-
ment.

What was agreed in signing between the PLO
and us? In the Declaration of Principles that
was signed on the lawns of the White House,
we divided the phases by agreement to Gaza-
Jericho first; then to create the overall arrange-
ment; and not later than 2 years after the com-
pletion of the implementation of Gaza-Jericho
first, to start negotiating a permanent solution.

I believe that sometimes what might look the
shortest way is the longest and the one that
will not lead to a change in the realities. There-
fore, we are committed to the letter of invitation
to the Madrid peace conference. We are com-
mitted to the Declaration of Principles that was
signed here between the PLO and Israel. We
are committed to the Cairo agreement that was
reached between the PLO and Israel. And I
believe to be committed to agreements that
were reached is a basic precondition for the
efforts to reach more agreements.

Second, you talked about different situations.
Let’s face it, most of the terror attacks are
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aimed against Israelis. We, the Government of
Israel, in accordance to the international law,
are the sovereign, true military government of
the territories. It’s our responsibility for the safe-
ty, the welfare of all the residents, Jews and
Palestinian alike. This government, as a result
of the terrible tragedy that took place in He-
bron, has taken measures that are unprece-
dented in Israel vis-a-vis those who violate the
law.

But we are a lawful country. I can give you
an example. I used, in my responsibility as a
Minister of Defense, orders for administering
detention of two Israeli residents, not the terri-
tories. But in accordance to our laws, they have
to be approved by a president of a district court.
I ordered administrative detention for 3 months;
the president of the district court reduced it
to 6 days. I cannot violate the verdict of the
court. Whatever the government does comes
under the supervision and decision of our courts.

I believe that many people in Israel believe
that we have done almost encroaching the line
of the law. But we are determined to do within
the law whatever is needed to fight terrorism
from whatever direction it will come.

The President. The question from the Israeli
press.

Q. The two alternative issues—[inaudible]—
Jerusalem and settlements, are now de facto
on the table. Do you agree that they should
wait until the final stage, or should you tackle
them right now?

The President. You are asking me?
Q. I am asking both of you, Mr. President

and Mr. Prime Minister.
The President. Well, in terms of the resolution

of Jerusalem, the position of the United States
has not changed. But that is a matter for the
parties to decide in accord with the declaration.
It is something to be ultimately decided at a
later point. That’s what we think should be
done.

Prime Minister Rabin. My answer is basically
simple. We signed here in Washington the Dec-
laration of Principles. It is written very clearly
there that issues that have to be settled once
we negotiate permanent solution will not be
dealt with now. And it is written very clearly
as examples for this kind of issue: Jerusalem,
settlements, borders, refugees, and others.
Therefore, by agreement with the PLO, these
issues will be dealt with when we negotiate per-
manent solutions.

The President. Terry [Terence Hunt, Associ-
ated Press].

China
Q. Mr. President, I’d like to ask you about

China. There are growing calls for the United
States to delink the issues of trade and human
rights. Former Secretaries of State Vance and
Kissinger say the United States has to pay atten-
tion to human rights but that it also has to
have a pragmatic approach. What are you get-
ting out of your current strategy or your current
approach to China? And are you thinking about
changing it?

The President. Well, I think you can safely
assume that we have been and will continue
to be spending a good deal of time on the
issue of our relationships with China, that our
policy is what it has been, that human rights
are important but the other issues are important,
too. And I’m confident that we will be able
to work through this and strengthen our rela-
tionship and our advocacy of human rights over
the long run. That’s what I think will happen,
and we’ve got some time to do that. And I
think you’ll see an enormous effort coming out
of this administration to try to achieve both
those objectives.

Is there another question from the Israeli
press?

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, are you going to urge the

President of Syria to meet with the Israeli Prime
Minister? And did you ask the Israeli Prime
Minister the question, if Israel will be ready
to leave the Golan Heights to get peace with
Syria?

The President. We had quite an extended con-
versation about this issue, and I believe that
the Prime Minister very much wants to make
peace with Syria. I talked with President Asad
just a few days ago. I’m convinced he wants
to make peace with Israel. Since I think both
of them want to make peace with each other,
the best thing for me to do is not to say any-
thing which will make their task more difficult.

Q. But we need details, Mr. President.
The President. Yes, but they can’t come from

me.
Q. Mr. President, I’m wondering if you could

describe what your view is of the concrete meas-
ures that you mentioned early on in your re-
marks that should be taken to keep peace in



475

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Mar. 16

Israel, and whether or not you would support
the PLO idea for a police force in Hebron?

The President. I think the Prime Minister
would like to respond to that also, but let me
say, Israel has accepted responsibility on the
security issue for law and order, if you will.
And even the United Nations, in the draft that
is being circulated, has reaffirmed that. Within
that broad framework, I think there are a num-
ber of options which can be pursued to deal
with this issue. And I think the Israelis have
an obligation, as I have said, to come up with
some specific initiatives for reassurance on this.

I also think it is important for the PLO not
to use this as an excuse not to return to the
peace talks. I think the Prime Minister is doing
what he can to demonstrate his good faith, has
been very firm in reaction to the massacre in
Hebron. There are some specifics that have
been discussed. I think they will be forthcoming.
But I don’t think that we should get the two
so mixed up that the whole future of the Middle
East is, in effect, put on hold.

Would you like to——
Q. So does that mean you don’t support the

PLO’s presence there, sir?
The President. Well, that’s not what I said.
Prime Minister Rabin. Well, allow me first

to make it clear. In the agreement, once it will
be reached and signed, there is a building—
in the past it was 8,000 to 9,000 men as a
Palestinian police force in Gaza and Jericho. If
by now agreement has been reached, by now
there would have been 8,000, 9,000 Palestinian
policemen in Gaza and Jericho. The more the
negotiations are postponed, the longer it will
take them to come.

Second, even if there will be some Palestinian
police—and there were in the past. At least
900 Palestinian police in the territories were
Palestinian residents of the territories in Hebron
and in Ramallah and in Nablus. They resigned
because of the Intifada. As long as ours is the
overall responsibility for the territories under the
military government, using our civil administra-
tion, their presence will not relieve us from our
overall responsibility.

Therefore, we have to look at it in the context
of what is our international and practical respon-
sibility. We, as long as agreement will not be
reached that will cover all these areas with the
PLO, we will remain internationally responsible
to the security of all those who reside there,
if there will be or will not be part of any Pales-

tinian police. They will have to come under
the control of the government there, and the
government is the military government of Israel.
Therefore, you can’t have separate armed
groups. There must be one chain of command
of those who have to keep and maintain law
and order.

Russia
Q. Mr. President, the Israeli Government is

seemingly uncomfortable with the sort of in-
volvement that the Russian Government has
sought to assume lately in the Middle East proc-
ess. Are we seeing increasingly a phenomenon
worldwide in which Russia, in the way of making
a point that it is still a great nation and deserves
recognition, gets in the way of restoring stability
back in the Middle East, the Balkans, Central
Europe, and elsewhere?

The President. I don’t think they have gotten
in the way of restoring peace and stability in
the Balkans. I think that so far they have been
a constructive force. They are a cosponsor of
the Middle East peace talks and, therefore, have
a right to have their say. I think it is very impor-
tant, however, if I might turn your question
back just a minute, that as a cosponsor, insofar
as possible, that we coordinate our actions to-
gether and that anything they do is not seen
as an obstacle to peace but facilitates it. And
the answer to your question basically will have
to be revealed by the conduct of the Russians
themselves in the days and weeks ahead.

I think when we were attempting to get the
safe zone around Sarajevo and get the talks back
going in the Balkans, the Russians were basically
a positive force. Whether they will be such in
the Middle East will be revealed by their own
conduct in the days and weeks ahead. I hope
they will be, and we certainly are willing to
coordinate with them. You know, they were here
when we had the signing in September, and
I have always appreciated the fact that they were
a cosponsor of these talks.

Press Secretary Myers. Two more questions.
The President. Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News].

Whitewater Investigation
Q. Do you and Mrs. Clinton still stand by

the conclusions of the so-called Lyons report
on your real estate investment in Whitewater,
or are you uncomfortable with those findings?

The President. Look, I don’t have anything
else to say about that right now. We are cooper-
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ating fully with the Special Counsel, which is
what all of you asked me to do. I wish you’d
let them do their work.

Yes.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, do you think that Jews

should exercise their right to reside in the mid-
dle of Arab cities? And Mr. Prime Minister,
could you also respond to that?

The President. What was the question?
Q. Should Jews exercise their right to reside

in the middle of Arab cities in the West Bank?
Should they live in Hebron, for instance?

Prime Minister Rabin. I don’t understand the
question.

Q. Well, there were ideas of evacuating Jews
from the middle of Hebron, for instance.

Prime Minister Rabin. Again, as part of the
DOP that we signed with the PLO, it is said
very clearly that the settlements remain there
for the period of—the interim period. I’m not
saying it. It is written very clearly in the DOP.
Therefore, since it was agreed, I don’t see at
this stage as a condition for anything even to
discuss this issue.

Ames and Pollard Espionage Cases
Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you could tell

us, and Mr. Prime Minister, the extent to which
you’ve discussed the Jonathan Pollard case again,
and how much, if at all, the Ames investigation
has interfered with action on it that was pre-
sented as imminent several months ago.

The President. We did not discuss it. And
the Ames case has not interfered with it inas-
much as the Pollard case is already in the hands
of the Justice Department, and the White
House is awaiting a recommendation from the
Justice Department.

Thank you.
Q. Could you let the Prime Minister answer?
Prime Minister Rabin. In today’s meeting the

issue was not brought up.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 53d news conference
began at 1:11 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to President
Hafiz al-Asad of Syria.

Nomination for Director of the Voice of America
March 16, 1994

The President today announced the appoint-
ment of Geoffrey Cowan as the Director of the
Voice of America (VOA) at the U.S. Information
Agency. Cowan will serve as the 19th Director
of VOA, the international radio broadcasting
service of the U.S. Information Agency. His fa-
ther, Louis G. Cowan, served as the second
Director of VOA, from August 1, 1943, to Au-
gust 31, 1945.

‘‘Geoffrey Cowan has been an important force
in almost every facet of the communications
world, as a public interest lawyer, best-selling
author and award-winning teacher, playwright,
television producer, and public servant,’’ said the
President. ‘‘The Voice of America will be served
well with another Cowan at its helm.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Chairman of the African Development Foundation
March 16, 1994

The President today announced his intent to
nominate Ernest Green as Chairman and mem-

ber of the Board of Directors of the African
Development Foundation.
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